
Certification to the Governor requirement 

As agencies and institutions enter the second quarterly reporting period, it is important to remember that the 
Certification to the Governor forms (blank copy attached to this e-mail) must be submitted for each grant and/or 
program managed. Please send these forms to alabamastimulus@finance.alabama.gov prior to sending ARRA 
reports to the federal government.

Please note that if the certifying official manages multiple grants or programs, that official may submit a single 
certification for all grants or programs, rather than completing multiple, individual certifications. The single 
certification form must include the name of each grant or program that is being certified and contain all 
appropriate signatures (please see pages 2 - 3 of this guidance for an example of a Certification form that 
incorporates multiple grants and programs). 

The certification ensures the data submitted by state agencies and institutions to the federal government is 
timely and accurate, and that it meets all requirements. Further information regarding the Certification to the 
Governor may be found on page 3 of the Third Guidance from the Finance Director’s office, dated July 8, 2009.   

Change made to FederalReporting.gov “hard edit” checklist

FederalReporting.gov moved the field for Total FED ARRA Expended vs. Invoiced from the checklist of “hard 
edits” to “soft edits.” The system now permits reports to contain an amount expended that is greater than the 
amount received/invoiced. The system will still provide a “pop up” warning notification to the reporter that the 
amount expended is greater than the amount received/invoiced, but this will not prevent the report from being 
submitted.

Updated GAO progress report

The General Accounting Office (GAO) has released its fourth report addressing the use of ARRA funds by 
certain states and localities, as well as the approaches taken to ensure accountability of these funds. Although 
Alabama was not one of the states selected, the reports give a thorough description of how neighboring states 
are managing some of the largest grants and programs, including FMAP, Highway Infrastructure and 
Stabilization Funds. The report updates the status of efforts by agencies to implement prior recommendations, 
but does not include new recommendations. To view the report, visit http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d10231.pdf.
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